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Talk About It Tomorrow 

 This past Sunday evening I watched the premiere episode of a new TV 
series called “Madam Secretary.”  The series is about a person, a former 
intelligence operative and friend of the President, who is suddenly thrust into the 
job of Secretary of State.   

 Leading up to the premiere was a barrage of publicity.  There wasn’t a 
media-related Web site that didn’t have an ad displayed about the show.  A large 
part of why I watched was familiarity with many of the cast: the main star is Tea 
Leoni, with stellar supporting actors such as Bebe Neuwirth, Zeljko Ivanek, and 
Tim Daly. 

 But what really struck me about the ads was a tagline: “Watch it tonight.  
Talk about it tomorrow.”  They understood that on top of creating a decent show 
with good actors, they needed to create “buzz.” 

 This is how the Christian church launched.  It launched because of people 
being willing to talk about their experiences of faith.  They talked about it even 
when it offended people.  They talked about it under threat of punishment.  In the 
Book of Acts, which details the founding of the Church, the apostles would not be 
deterred from speaking about Jesus.  Peter and John, for example, said “we cannot 
keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard” (4:20) and they prayed to God 
to “grant to your servants to speak your word with all boldness” (4:29). 

 So when was the last time you spoke out about your faith?  Have you ever 
met someone and thought: “Faith could really help them”?  If so, did you tell them 
about your faith and how it helped you? 

Have you ever had a great experience at church?  Have you ever been 
impressed by a mission project or had a great conversation with another member?  
Have you ever had the sermon make an impact on you, or discovered a passage in 
the Bible that seemed particularly relevant to your situation?  Have you been 
helped by COPE (our caregiver support group), Financial Peace University, or 
GriefShare (our grief support group)?  Did you have fun at a family ministries 
event?  If so, did you tell someone? 
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Tell a friend – especially a non-churchgoing friend – about church.  
Send an email to someone relaying information about an upcoming 
presentation that might be of interest to them.  Pass along a 90 Second Sermon 
to someone who needs to hear that week’s point.  Post a link to our website on 
your Facebook page.  Tweet out a memorable line that you heard. 

This is all there was to the formation of the Church.  It was people who 
had been touched by God, who were witnesses to the Resurrection, who were 
emboldened by the Holy Spirit – who simply told other people about it.  They 
had to go on foot.  Maybe send a letter by courier.  It’s so much easier for us to 
tell others about our faith today – yet so few actually do. 

If “watch it today, talk about it tomorrow” works for something as 
mundane as a TV show, how much more should it apply to the church?  
Approach each Sunday with the idea that you will “worship today, talk  
about it tomorrow.” 

Peace and blessings, 
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From the Choir Room 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship that meets  
every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel. It’s casual, lively, and fun,  
with a great band and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia 
enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
Chancel Choir has returned and you might notice a few new faces in the group!  
We are always in need of additional members, especially tenors and basses.  
Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. and at 12:15 p.m. and include  
delicious homemade snacks.  Add your voice to our celebration! 

BACH CANTATA SUNDAY 

The choir will perform Bach’s Funeral Cantata 106 “God’s Time is the Best Time” 
for Worship on All Saint’s Sunday, November 1. If you would like to sing for this  
special program, rehearsals are every Sunday at 12:20 p.m. in the Choir Room.  The  

cantata will be accompanied by a small chamber ensemble. Memorial contributions are needed to offset the  
expense of this orchestra. Please see David Macfarlane for information on remembering a loved one through  
this special musical event.  

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

NEED AN ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH BUILDING? 
There are two entrances which are barrier-free into the building. There is one into Elmore Hall from the 
Dwight Place side of the building near the Memorial Garden and the other is through the Playground 
down the sidewalk to the entrance door which leads into the long hall between Elmore Hall and  
the Sanctuary.  
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Children, Youth, & Family Connection 

THE READ TO FEED HEIFER PROGRAM  

The Read to Feed Heifer Program is underway with Project Managers 
Carolina Zuluaga and Logan Beharry who cordially invite adults,  
youth, and children to read, read, and read for a very good cause. That 
can mean reading the newspaper, a book, schoolwork, and/or sponsor-
ing others as a benefit for Heifer International. The program continues 
until November 2 when all are asked to bring in their sponsors’ donations as a way to bring justice to a world of our 
needy neighbors who can then raise animals for food and for a livelihood. Join us in this effort! 

SINGING WITH CYNDI 
Singing with Cyndi is on the Second Sunday, October 12, from 12-12:15 p.m. 
while parents join the 10-Minute Chapel Chat with Dorothy. 

- Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 

HELPING HANDS BRING SUNSHINE 
Our Mission Project for Children in Haiti is very much appreciated by Fran Juste, founder 
of Helping Hands Bring Sunshine, who received all our school supplies and is delivering 
them personally to school children in Haiti. She writes, “On behalf of HHBS and the  
children of Haiti, I thank you for all the school supplies. I was very touched and know that all the 
children will be happy. Trust that the items will make it into the hands of the most needed. Thank 
you again for your continued support.” 

THE PUMPKIN PATCH 
The Pumpkin Patch in its 10th year is coming again, according to our enthusiastic Project Managers, 
Lauren Bigler and Ilta Schulzrinne, and it also supports Heifer International! 
 
The truck with all those pumpkins is arriving on Saturday, October 11 at about 2 p.m. 
from the Navajo Indian Reservation in New Mexico where they are grown and harvested 
by our Native Americans. We already have 10 volunteers to unload the truck, but we need 
25 so hurry and sign-up to help.  The Pumpkin Patch is open every day from October 11  
to 31. Every year we have about 75 volunteers from the congregation who help Staff the 
Patch from 11 – 1 or from 4 – 6 p.m. during the week, on Saturdays from 10 – 12,  
12 – 2, 2 – 4, or 4 – 6 p.m. and on Sundays in 2 hour shifts from 12 noon to 6 p.m.   
Stop in at Coffee & Conversation and give us a hand. It is so much fun! 

2ND SUNDAY FAMILY GATHERING  
The 2ND Sunday Family Gathering begins on October 12 at 12:15 in the East Room with  
Refreshments, Story-Time for Children, a Cool Craft while Parents talk and share! 
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YOUVERSION 
Bring your TABLETS and leave your SMARTPHONES ON  in worship.  We offer SERMON 
NOTES that are accessible through the YouVersion Bible app that is FREE for iPhone, iPad,  
or Android.  Just search your appropriate app store for “YouVersion” and “Bible” download  
the one from LifeChurch.TV.  In the app choose LIVE EVENTS.  Search for an event near  
you, and each week’s event is listed by sermon title with a subtitle of “FPC Englewood.”  You 
can take your own notes during the sermon that are saved to your device in the YouVersion 

app.  Give it a try and make worship a richer learning experience!  (Note: the password for the FPCGuest  
network in the sanctuary is “150palisade”.) 
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Come visit this FPC space that serves to stir the creative spirit! @FPC  

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS RETURN 
TO THE ART LOFT IN OCTOBER! 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. from October - mid-December 

     

FPC hosts free children’s yoga every Wednesday in this drop-in time of play.  Featuring Adra from the popular 
We Play Yoga, Wonderful Wednesdays begins each playful yoga session with learning the Lord’s Prayer with  
our bodies.  Bring a friend and enjoy!  Email Pastor Kellie with any questions at kellie@englewoodpres.org. 

 

SCRIBBLE ART PRESCHOOL ART CLASSES  
RETURN TO THE ART LOFT IN OCTOBER! 
These popular classes will be Tuesdays 9:15 a.m., 10:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
Our FPC main office has flyers and registration or check out the FPC Web site under Families /The Art Loft. 
Come for a free trial class on Wednesday October 7th! 

ADULT ART CLASS: DRAWING, SEEING AND THINKING 
RESCHEDULED 
This innovative art class for adults has been rescheduled for  
early 2015. Look for more details in the December issue of  
First Press for this Wednesday afternoon class. 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available  
on our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our  
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC  
by joining our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of 
Englewood), follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 
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SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study continues at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each 
week.  In this study we review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, 
illuminating issues of history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation. 

News for the Congregation 

October 2014 

FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Thursday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

The First Thursday study group will meet on Thursday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.  Please join 
us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong leads us in a discussion of the difficult topic of racism, 
seen through the lens of the church.  We will watch a presentation by Professor James Cone of Union 
Theological Seminary and discuss writings of both Professor Cone and Professor Cornel West. 
 

This presentation and discussion on RACISM will be REPEATED by Rev. Hong on Thursday evening,  
October 2, at 7:00 p.m. in the East Room.  Light refreshments will be served. 
 

BIBLE 101: GOING DEEPER INTO THE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS    

Tuesday October 4, 7:00 p.m. in the East Room 
 

1050. 613. These numbers are just a few of biblical scholars’ assessments of how many commandments are in 
the Bible. But there are ten that represent the law given by God to his people by way of Moses. What did Jesus 
say about these ten? Join us for an evening of understanding of these commandments in their  historical sense 
and in our daily lives. Led by the Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo, Bible 101 is an FPC Bible Study to learn more 
about one book or topic of the Bible. Bring your questions and your passion for learning. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Do you wish to become a MEMBER OF FPC?  Church membership is the declaration that this 
is your church home for this season of your life.  If you would like to become a member of FPC, 
we invite you to meet with the Session (the elders) at 12:30 pm on Sunday, October 12 in the 
East Room.  Persons wishing to join will be received in worship on Sunday, October 19 at  
your choice of the 11:00am or 5:30pm services.  If you are planning to join, please let Pastor 
Rich(rich@englewoodpres.org) or Pastor Kellie (kellie@englewoodpres.org) know.  If you wish to 

join but cannot attend the meeting, arrangements can be made.  Just let us know. 
 
If you are CONSIDERING MEMBERSHIP and would first like to know more about church membership, FPC,  
or Presbyterianism, you are invited to come meet on Thursday, October 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the East Room and  
discuss your questions with Rev. Hong. 

THURSDAY NIGHT ADULTS PLAY BASKETBALL in Elmore Hall 
from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., October 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30. Come, enjoy good friends and a fun game. 
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COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, October 16, 7:00-9:00 p.m., in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you are a 
caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ 
Support Group.  Through a partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we are able to bring you 

both a wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, and supportive sharing led by 
Sheila Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  For additional information, 
contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this invitation to others you know who are 
feeling the burden of caring for others.  All are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

PUMPKINFEST- SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2014 
 

It’s that marvelous time of the year – hundreds of pumpkins coming to our front lawn – and that means 
PUMPKINFEST on Saturday, October 18, 12 to 3 p.m.  A fun-filled afternoon of pumpkin carving  
and fabulous face painters, stories of goblins and ghosts, and arts and crafts.  Please plan on  
joining us beginning at noon.  Purchase your pumpkin first and come into Elmore Hall  
to begin your creation. Carving tools and stencils are supplied or you design that  
special Jack-O-Lantern. Debbie suggests carving out the bottom instead of  
the top – that way the top doesn’t fall into the hollowed-out pumpkin.   
It really works!  Pumpkin sales benefit the wonderful Heifer Project. 

GRIEFSHARE:  
FPC'S WEEKLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  

Starting in October: FPC's Weekly Grief Support Group  
This 12-week Wednesday 7 p.m. group begins October 1 

 

Anyone who has experienced the death of a family member or friend is invited to attend GriefShare: FPC's  
new weekly support group for people grieving the death of someone close.  Through each GriefShare session 
you will find encouragement and help in grieving the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family 
member or friend.   
 

GriefShare is a nondenominational, Christian support group where each session begins with a video  
presentation followed by discussion led by the Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo.  Please feel free to forward this  
invitation to others you know who are grieving the death of a family member or friend to join us for this  
12-week program on Wednesday evenings beginning October 1 at 7:00 pm.   
 

Sign up for Griefshare on the FPC Web site under Happenings/SignUps or email Pastor Kellie at  
Kellie@englewoodpres.org. 

FORTY DAYS TO A HAPPIER, HEALTHIER YOU 
This October 19th we will come together to experience the Daniel Plan. We will be 
working toward attaining a healthier "way of life". This group offers an innovative  
approach to creating a healthy lifestyle - rooted and framed by the five life areas:  
faith, food, fitness, focus and friends.  Join us at 1:00 pm for 6 successive Sundays  
as we encourage and inspire each other with our strategies and successes: Oct. 19, 26,  
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call Carmen or  
Paul Platek at (201) 833-4849. 



 

Other News 

Page 8  October 2014 

FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE:  
OCTOBER 5TH IS PEACEMAKING SUNDAY! 

 

Every October on Peacemaking Sunday, it is traditional for many churches, in 
numerous denominations, to contribute to the cause of peace in the world. FPC 
Englewood has participated in this for a very long time. Of the money we raise 
through contributions, 75% goes to Presbytery for peacemaking around the world, and we keep 25% for mission 
causes that we support. 
 

This year, as well as in previous years, we have been supporting the Mar Elias Educational Institution (M.E.E.I.) in 
Ibillin Galilee, through Pilgrims of Ibillin, the US organization that raises funds on behalf of the school and some 
other peacemaking efforts in the Holy Land.  
 

Because of the continuing violence in Israel/Palestine the school is dealing with budget cuts for student  
scholarships, teacher salaries, or having to plan shorter school days. 
 

Joan Deming, the Executive Director of Pilgrims of Ibillin, writes this: “You are helping transform life for children 
and youth in Israel/Palestine, opening doors to education and opportunities they could not otherwise afford. 
Especially in this year of war and heightened intolerance between neighbors in the Holy Land. Your gift says, 
“You are not alone”.” 
 

Giving to support peace is priceless! Offering envelope is enclosed.           - Natalie Beaumont   

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY IS COMING BACK 

 
On October 19, 2014, First Presbyterian Church of Englewood will be holding the  

Financial Peace University "FPU" course for the tenth time.   During the first nine classes approximately 120 people 
have started on the path to financial freedom using Dave Ramsey's seven baby steps. The course will run for nine 
weeks ending on December 14. During this nine week class you will learn the following: 
 

 Budgeting techniques                            
 Cash flow planning 
 The best way to save for retirement as well as your children's college 
 Insurance you need and how to get the most affordable policies  
 How to give to charity as you had always wanted to 
 Getting out of debt 

 

The cost for the course is $99.00 which pays for the membership kit.  Two people can share the kit so husbands  
and wives are encouraged to come together or you can come with a friend.  In the kit you will receive a workbook,  
audio CDs for all of the classes, Dave Ramsey's book, "Complete Guide to Money", and more. You also get me.   
As a Certified Financial Planner, I add significant insight to the class and I offer a one on one meeting for any  
class member.  
 

The class is designed for young couples, newly married, recent parents or soon to be married.  However, people of  
all ages have taken the course in the past and everyone has gotten a lot out of it. 
 

I encourage everyone to seriously consider taking this life changing course.  In addition, please tell your friends and  
family about it as it is not limited to church members.  If you are interested please sign up in Elmore Hall or call  
me at 201-914-2120.  You can also go to the website daveramsey.com/fpu/locations and look for the course given  
at FPC Englewood.    Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions.                       - Paul Platek 
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ADULT EXPLORATIONS 
Join Singles Connection for a trip to Whole Foods in Edgewater 
on October 1 at 7 p.m. for a behind the scenes look led by Kathy 
Lewandowski!  On Saturday, Nov. 1, 11:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., we 
head by "car caravan" to Ocean Grove for a sightseeing tour of  
the historic shore village as well as visits to local B & B's, a bite  
to eat, and a chance to walk the Boardwalk.  December will be  
a "Christmas Craft" evening at the church, guided by a very  
experienced crafter from Jersey City - Mibs Wagner’s sister-in-law! 
 

Spread the word of our welcoming group for folks over 18!   
Hope to see you in this Fall Season!  

SINGLES CONNECTION  
 

Mark your calendars for a trip to Whole Foods in Edgewater on October 1! We will meet at Whole Foods  at 
7:00 p.m. for a behind the scenes look hosted by our Kathy Lewandowski!  November 7th is “Pizza and Movie 
Night” in the East Room (movie title to be determined). $5 donation for pizza is encouraged. 
  
Bring those single friends you know of in the area --- we'd like to  
introduce them to our wonderful church programs! 
  
Warm wishes AND RSVP to Dorothy ASAP: 201-568-7373, x 307! 

 

2014 AUTUMN AUCTION  
     Mark your calendar for Friday, November 14, at 6:00 p.m. It’s time for the 2014 

      AUTUMN AUCTION, a night of music, sake tasting, dining and fun. Bob  
Milligan, profession auctioneer,  will be auctioning off some of the best items 

yet, Marc's Catering will be providing delicious food, all this, plus more 
for $25.00 pp.  Free baby/childcare will be provided with advanced  

notice. We are accepting donated items now, (at church office) tickets  
are on sale now, pick your table/seat  from a seating chart but only at the time 
of your ticket purchase. Deadline  for ticket sales is October 31. Questions  

about  donations, contact Phil Tamis at prt148willow@aol.com or Charlene 
Niland at charleneniland@aol.com. We are looking forward to seeing you.  

VOLUNTEER WITH “TAKE A BREAK”! 
 Are you personable, caring, and love a dynamic volunteer environment?  
Hackensack University Medical Center has a unique volunteer opportunity for you! 
  
Through the Take A Break Program, volunteers bring warmth and compassion to the  
Emergency &Trauma Center (ETC). With extensive training, volunteers help support  
patients and their loved ones by: providing respite for family members, conversing with  
patients, and communicating with ETC staff. (Volunteers must be 18 years or older.)  
For more information, please contact Caryn Loffman at CLoffman@HackensackUMC.org.   



 

People You Know 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Shirley Murdock and family on the death of her mother, Linnette Young, on 

September 16. Rev. Hong officiated at her funeral here at the church on September 20. It was a wonderful 
celebration of her 93 years! 
 

BEST WISHES AND LOVE TO: Maria Sepulveda who is recuperating at Care One in Teaneck. 
 

BEST WISHES AND LOVE TO: Peter Bigler who is recovering at home from wrist surgery. 
 

LOVE AND BEST WISHES TO: Susan Carter who is recovering at Care One in Teaneck. 
 

LOVE AND BEST WISHES TO: Laura Peluso who is recuperating at The Cupola at 100 W. Ridgewood Ave.  

in Paramus, NJ 07652 
 

LOVE AND BEST WISHES TO: Marilyn Arons who is having knee surgery.  
 

BAPTISM BLESSINGS TO: Eli Yu Bales, son of Michael Bales and Heeyoung Yu, who was baptized on  

September 14, 2014. 
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BRING FOOD TO FIRST ON FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH: 
OCTOBER 5 & NOVEMBER 2  

QUESTION FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE  
 

Do you decide, each Sunday, on the spot, the amount you are going to put in the  
collection plate? Commit instead! Fill out a pledge card! Commit - and give  
generously to live generously.    - The Stewardship Committee 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
                Our annual BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS service will take place  on  

Sunday, October 5 at 2:00 p.m. in the Memorial Garden.  Please bring your 
four-legged friends of all kinds to a brief, casual service that celebrates the  

wonder of all God’s creatures. 
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orship Service 
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 9:30 am

 - 12:30 pm
 

5:30pm
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ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON 
 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17TH. 


